
Educate your farmer customers this growing season with this simple message – 

Do NOT use malathion to treat bins 
destined for canola.
With a new growing season just around 
the corner, ag-retailers play a critical 
role in educating canola growers on the  
importance of keeping malathion away 
from bins slotted for canola storage. 
Malathion is a registered product for 
stored grains such as cereals, however, 
it is NOT registered to treat bins that 
will store canola or to control insects in 
stored canola.

“Using malathion on canola seed or 
in canola storage bins will result in 
detectable levels of malathion residue 
because malathion has a strong  
attraction to the oil in canola seed,”  
says Denise Maurice, vice president of 
crop production at the Canola Council 
of Canada. “Consequently, malathion 
can move into canola seed from treated 
grain bins.”

As a result, if a bin has been treated  
recently with malathion it should not 
be used for canola storage for at least 
six months. Maurice recommends 
proper storage management  
techniques such as designating  
certain bins for canola storage ahead 
of time.

It’s a mistake that Canadian canola 
growers cannot afford to make. Detec-
tion of malathion residue in canola 
seed above the allowable limit could 
cost the industry, including farmers, 
millions of dollars in business. Last year 
Canadian canola seed exports  
amounted to over $3.1 billion.

“Every country that buys Canadian 
canola sets limits on pesticide residues, 
and exceeding those limits can mean 
rejected shipments and increased 
testing requirements,” says Maurice.  
Because of Canada’s bulk grain 
handling system, every load of canola 
delivered needs to meet the require-
ments of all our export customers. 

Japan is the number one customer of 
Canadian canola seed and they are very 
concerned over pesticide residues,  
especially those that are applied to 
stored canola or to empty bins.  
“The recent introduction of new food 
safety legislation prohibits the entry  
of any commodity if pesticide  
residues exceed the allowable limit,” 
says Maurice.  “If malathion is detected 
above the Maximum Residue Limit in 
Japan, the shipment will be rejected 
resulting in millions of dollars of losses 
and increased testing of all shipments 
to Japan.”

In summary, Maurice says to advise 
growers that, “canola that is sound  
and reasonably free of chaff, volunteer 
cereal or weed seeds, foreign material 
and is stored in clean bins and kept 
below 15°C and 8% moisture will store 
well and remain insect-free.”

For more information on proper canola 
storage and keeping canola Export 
Ready, go to www.canolacouncil.org.

Other Options

There are many things farmers can do to 
prevent or control stored grain insects in  
their storage bins without using malathion.

 PREVENT

•	 Adjust	combine	settings	to	harvest	 
sound seed and to minimize chaff  
and weed seeds in the sample. 

•	 Choose	bins	in	good	condition	and	
sweep out thoroughly before harvest; 
make sure the bin is free of chaff,  
seeds and foreign material. 

•	 Bins	must	be	well	sealed	to	prevent	 
moisture infiltration and be totally 
insecticide-free.

•	 Keep	canola	cool	and	dry	in	the	bin.	 
For long-term storage, temperatures 
should be kept at less than 15°C and  
grain moisture levels below 8%.

•	 If	considering	a	bin	treatment,	a	 
registered diatomaceous earth product 
can be used to treat empty bins but 
should never be used directly on canola 
seed as the product will not be effective.

 CONTROL

If stored grain insects occur in stored 
canola, there are effective control options 
such cold weather aeration, heated air dry-
ing and the use of pneumatic conveyors. 

•	 Heat – Insects exposed to a grain  
temperature of 50°C for about 15 
minutes will be controlled. If your grain 
requires drying, this may be an effective 
option.

•	 Cold – Prolonged exposure to cold  
temperatures will control most insects. 
However, grain bins over six metres in 
diameter will not cool sufficiently on  
their own to control some insects.  
To ensure the entire volume gets  
sufficient cold exposure, aerate or  
turn the grain while the outside  
temperature is low.

•	 Impact – The physical impact of travel-
ling through a pneumatic conveyor  
will control most  
mites and  
insects in  
your canola.

Malathion and Canola  
Don’t Mix
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Meet Your Directors

I
f there’s one thing Priscila Vansetti knows, it’s change. 

 Born and raised amid fl ourishing sugar cane fi elds and citrus 
orchards in her native Brazil, Vansetti entered the crop protection 
business with DuPont almost the minute she graduated from the 
University of São Paulo as an agricultural engineer. 

For 15 years she worked in DuPont’s crop protection division 
across Latin America before she and her family relocated to the 
US, in Wilmington, Delaware, where the headquarters of 
DuPont is located. For 12 years her focus was on Research, 
Development and commercialization projects to bring new tech-
nology and crop protection products to growers. 

Today, you’ll fi nd her in Mississauga, Ont., where she’s the busi-
ness director for DuPont Canada’s crop protection business, a 
CropLife Canada board member, as well as CropLife Canada 
liaison and board member for CAAR.

In Canada for less than two years, her diverse experience intro-
duces an interesting perspective on the concept of change, argu-
ably agriculture’s only constant.

“What strikes me is that there’s a lot in common among coun-
tries,” she said. 

“More and more, we’re realizing we’re a much smaller world, 
where global trade, the quest for innovation, sustainability and 
profi tability are the realities and fundamentals in agriculture 
everywhere. Technology gaps are closing faster, standards are 
becoming much more similar in terms of quality and safety.” 

Vansetti speaks from experience when she suggests growers, retail-
ers and manufacturers who enjoy the most success are also the 
most innovative and adaptable in the face of great change.

“We talk a lot about how things are changing, how much our 
value chain is changing in Canada, acquisitions in the market-
place, farms becoming bigger, new players in the segment, etc. 
People talk about adapting to change and embracing change, but 
success lies in how you make change your competitive advantage, 
how you keep changing the value curve, to be in the forefront,” 
she added. 

“Th at takes agility and letting go of old ways. Th at takes seeing 
things through diff erent lenses” she said. 

“We are in a time now in Canada when you look at our value 
chain – from distributors to retailers to growers – there’s a lot of 
change going on. I’m seeing retailers adapting with new business 
models and responding to the changing needs of their growers.”

When it comes to adapting to a new reality, Vansetti could teach 
a master class. Th rough all of her relocations, she says her enthu-
siasm for meeting new people, learning about new cultures and 
diff erent aspects of the agriculture business has kept things excit-
ing and interesting. She and her husband came to Canada alone; 
their son is attending university in Washington, D.C.

“Th ere’s always a steep learning curve. I never make the mistake 
of thinking that I know what I’m coming to. Being in so many 
places, our personal and professional way of approaching a new 
location or job is coming with an open mind and an open heart 
and learning from people as fast as we can. I’m amazed at every 
corner,” said Vansetti. 

As CropLife Canada liaison on the CAAR board, Vansetti hopes 
to off er and gain more insight into the industry’s big issues. 

“I think it’s really important to dedicate part of our time, give 
back and be part of the bigger community and help shape some 
of the thinking. We’re not able to do anything in isolation.”

For now, she’s enjoying her home’s proximity to the music and 
arts scene in Toronto. She and her husband have already travelled 
as far east as Prince Edward Island, through the Prairies, the 
Rockies and the splendors of British Columbia. 

Change has never been more welcome. u

By Heather Hudson

Waves of change
CAAR director embraces change, 
encourages retailers to do the same

“More and more, we’re realizing we’re a 
much smaller world, where global trade, 
the quest for innovation, sustainability 
and profi tability are the realities and 

fundamentals in agriculture everywhere.” 

Priscila Vansetti, CropLife Canada liaison to CAAR board
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