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“The fact that you don’t need a \
[safety] ticket to run a 200-ton piece

of equipment doesn’t make sense.”
~ Kevin Sharp, President, Western Canadian Chapter, ADSC

i

Ticket to Ride

ADSC, NAIT preparing drill rig operator certification

By Heather Hudson
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ome call it a safety blind spot in
the drilling industry. Others ac-

cept the status quo.

Kevin Sharp is more blunt.

“To operate a fork lift, zoom boom
or skid steer, you need a safety ticket.
But when it comes to using a $2-mil-
lion drill rig, there’s no ticket required.
The fact that you don’t need a ticket

to run a 200-ton piece of equipment
doesn't make sense,” he said.

The owner of Sharps Construction
and president of the Western Canadian
Chapter of the International Associ-
ation of Foundation Drilling (ADSC
- IAFD) is doing something about it.
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“There has been significant damage
to equipment and people severely hurt
in our industry, said Sharp. "I think
with proper education and guidance
we can get better operators.”

Two years ago, Sharp contacted
the Northern Alberta Institute of
Technology (NAIT), the largest appren-
ticeship training education centre in
Canada. It wasn't long before the ASDC
Western Canadian Chapter and NAIT
were signing a contract to create a
drill rig operator education program.
Ultimately, drill rig operators will
require training and certification in
order to use the machines. There will

be a process for grandfathering certifi-
cation for experienced operators.

The first step was inviting represen-
tatives from the Alberta Apprenticeship
and Industry Training (AIT) board
and members of the Western Canada
Chapter of the ADSC.

“We had 30 members attend from
our chapter of the ADSC alone. All the
major drilling players were there, as
well as a lot of the drill rig manufactur-
ers and suppliers, said Sharp.

IfNAIT and AIT needed an indication
that the industry was ready, they had it.

"It showed support for the need for
formalized training, said Sharp.
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They envision a two-year distance
learning education program compris-
ing of eight modules and roughly 400
hours. In order to be accepted, students
must meet guidelines, including having
worked a minimum of 450 hours in the
industry as a front-end worker or small
drill rig operator ( first year) and 1,000
hours (second year). Each student will
also need a mentor in the industry to
verify that the goals of the program are
being met.

Sharp says the program will be avail-
able to everyone, including high school
kids just graduating - as long as they
begin achieving their 400 hours.

“Parents want to see their kids get
into a trade that is recognized and safe,
so I think [the certification] will help
us when we go to school job fairs,” said
Sharp.

When it comes to more experienced
drill rig operators, Sharp expects get-
ting their certification wont be an
arduous task.

“Were following the lead of the
crane operator certification back in
1983. Were going to set the standard of
what operators will be grandfathered
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into the ticket,” he said. “They’ll apply
through their companies and may
need to take an online training course
and a few other things to become men-
tors of the students.”

Sharp says the program is set up to
be global so operators in the U.S. and
elsewhere can also take advantage
of it. With course outlines complete,
they ve engaged subject matter experts
to begin creating course outlines and
build a program. They hope to begin
the first session next September.

"NAIT just bought 165 acres west of
Edmonton to move their crane opera-
tors program out there in anticipation
of the drill rig program.” said Sharp.

Judging by the response of the
industry to the idea of a certification
program, Sharp expects it to be well
received.

“The Suncors, Syncrudes,
PCLs and other big contractors
that see these guys coming on to
sites every day will really appreci-
ate knowing there is a standard,

PILE DRIVERS, DIVERS,
BRIDGE, DOCK AND
WHARF BUILDERS
LOCAL 2404

* [TA Designated Trades
Training Provider

*» Trade Certified Pile
Drivers / Bridgeworkers

* NCCA Accredited Certified

Riggers & Signalers
* Red Seal Carpenters

* CWB Certified Welders

* CWB Certified Welder Test Centre
* CSA Z275.4 Competent Surface

Supplied Divers
*» AWS D3.6 Class “B" Underwater

Welding Certification with CWB Stamp
Business Manager - Darrell Hawk

#101-580 Ebury Place, Delta, BCV3M 6M8
Phone: 604-526-2404 Fax: 604-526-2446 Toll Free: 1-800-562-2404
Email: piledrivers@telus.net Web: www.piledrivers2404.ca



